anda http://hillquest.pratibha-spandan.org

Hill Quest: A Multidisciplinary, National Refereed/Peer-Reviewed Journal

(mﬁﬁf ﬁ ISSN 2454-3144 | Volume 10, Issue 02, July-December 2023
n

© The Author(s) 2023

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIGITALISATION IN
FOSTERING THE DEVELOPMENT OF

INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC PEDAGOGY

DR. EKTA KUMARI

Assistant Professor (Music-Instrumental), Dev Samaj College for Women, Sector-45 B, Chandigarh

Abstract

This research paper explores the transformative role of digitalisation in shaping the landscape of
Indian classical music. As the digital age unfolds, Indian classical music is undergoing a profound
evolution, driven by technological advancements. The paper investigates the significance of
digitalisation in fostering the development of Indian classical music, examining its impact on
preservation, dissemination, education, collaboration, and audience engagement. Through an
interdisciplinary lens, the paper analysis the opportunities and challenges presented by digitalisation,
highlighting its potential to preserve tradition while fostering innovation and accessibility.

Key words: Indian classical music, education, digital technology, online learning platforms,

pedagogy

INTRODUCTION

Indian classical music, rooted in centuries-old traditions and cultural heritage, holds a
significant place in India's cultural landscape. It is a complex art form that requires years
of dedicated training and mentorship to master. Traditionally, Indian classical music has been
imparted through the guru-shishya Parampara (teacher-disciple tradition), where students
learn directly from experienced gurus in a one-on-one setting. In recent years, digital
innovations have brought about a transformative impact on various sectors, including
education. These advancements have not bypassed the realm of Indian classical music
education. Digital technologies, such as online platforms, applications, virtual learning
environments, and multimedia resources, have been increasingly integrated into the teaching
and learning processes.

They facilitate access to quality instruction for learners who may not have physical proximity
to renowned gurus. Online platforms provide a vast repository of resources,
including instructional videos, audio recordings, and interactive learning modules enabling
students to learn at their own pace. Virtual learning environments offer the opportunity for
remote collaborations, masterclasses, and performances, transcending geographical
boundaries. However, alongside the benefits, digital innovations also raise concerns. There is
a need to strike a balance between preserving the authenticity and tradition of Indian classical
music and embracing technological advancements. The role of the guru in imparting
personalized instruction and transmitting the essence of the art form remains a subject of
debate in the digital era. To understand the impact and implications of digital innovations in
Indian classical music education, this research paper will delve into the various digital
platforms, applications, and tools used in teaching and learning processes. It will examine
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their benefits and limitations, preservation of traditional knowledge, accessibility, and the

evolving dynamics between gurus and students. By analysing these aspects, this research

aims to provide insights into the integration of digital innovations while preserving the
essence of Indian classical music.

DIGITALISATION

Digitalisation is the process of converting information into a digital (i.e. Computer-readable)
format. The result is the representation of an object, image, sound, document, or signal
(usually an analogue signal) obtained by generating a series of numbers that describe a
discrete set of points or samples. The result is called digital representation or, more
specifically, a digital image, for the object, and digital form, for the signal. In modern
practice, the digitized data is in the form of binary numbers, which facilitates processing by
digital computers and other operations, but digitizing simply means "the conversion of
analogue source material into a numerical format, the decimal or any other number system
can be used instead.

Digitalisation is crucial importance to data processing, storage, and transmission, because it
"allows information of all kinds in all formats to be carried with the same efficiency and also
intermingled. Though analogue data is typically more stable, digital data has the potential to
be more easily shared and accessed and in theory can be propagated indefinitely without
generation loss, provided it is migrated to new, stable formats as needed. This potential has
led to institutional digitalisation projects designed to improve access and the rapid growth of
the digital preservation field.

In the context of music, digitalization involves the conversion of analogue sound recordings
into digital files, such as MP3s or WAVs, which can be stored, transmitted, and manipulated
using digital devices and software. This process has revolutionized the way music is created,
distributed, and consumed, leading to the emergence of online streaming platforms, digital
music stores, and computer-based production tools.

Digitalization has also impacted other areas of the music industry, including music education,
marketing, and copyright management. Online learning platforms and educational resources
have made music education more accessible, while digital marketing strategies have
transformed how artists promote their work and engage with audiences. Additionally, digital
rights management systems help protect intellectual property and ensure that artists receive
fair compensation for their creative contributions.

Overall, digitalization has had a profound influence on the music industry, enabling greater
accessibility, convenience, and innovation while presenting new challenges and opportunities
for artists, listeners, and industry stakeholders alike.
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OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this research paper are as follows:

e To explore the digital innovations that have been integrated into Indian classical
music education, including online platforms, applications, and virtual learning
environments.

e To analyse the impact of digital innovations on the teaching and learning processes of
Indian classical music, considering factors such as accessibility, flexibility, and

¢ interactive learning experiences.
e To examine the preservation of traditional knowledge in the context of digital

e innovations, including the digitization of ancient texts, archiving of rare
compositions, and the balance between preserving tradition and embracing evolving
musical practices.

e To investigate the challenges and ethical considerations associated with the
integration of digital innovations in Indian classical music education, such as concerns
about authenticity, copyright issues, and the evolving role of the guru in a digital era.

DIGITALIZATION IMPACT WITHIN THE REALM OF INDIAN
CLASSICAL MUSIC

Preservation of Heritage: Digitalization has played a crucial role in preserving the rich
heritage of Indian classical music. Through digital archives and repositories, rare recordings,
manuscripts, and historical documents related to Indian classical music are being digitized
and preserved for posterity. This ensures that invaluable musical heritage is safeguarded from
deterioration and made accessible to future generations. Traditional pedagogical approaches
in Indian classical music education have been rooted in the guru-shishya Parampara (teacher-
disciple tradition). Under this system, students receive personalized instruction and guidance
from experienced gurus, fostering a strong teacher student relationship and ensuring the
transmission of knowledge and musical nuances from one generation to the next (Sharma, S.,
& Verma, N. K., 2019). The emergence of digital innovations has revolutionized the
landscape of Indian classical music education. Online platforms, applications, and virtual
learning environments have expanded access to learning resources and enabled students to
engage with the art form in new ways. These digital tools provide opportunities for self-paced
learning, access to a wider repertoire of compositions, and connections with artists and
experts globally (Mukherjee, S., & Bhattacharyya, S.,2021). Digital innovations offer several
advantages. They transcend geographical limitations, enabling students to learn from
renowned gurus regardless of their physical location (Kumar, R., & Krishnan, S., 2018).
Online platforms also provide a vast repository of instructional materials and interactive tools
that enhance the learning experience. Furthermore, digital innovations facilitate
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collaborations among students and artists from different parts of the world, promoting
cultural exchange and artistic growth (Deshmukh, S. N., Deshmukh, V., & Joshi, P., 2020).
However, digital innovations also pose certain challenges. The personal and direct interaction
between the guru and the student, which is an essential aspect of traditional training, may be
compromised in digital settings (Deshmukh, S. N., Deshmukh, V., & Joshi, P., 2020).
Additionally, concerns about the authenticity of the training, the preservation of the guru-

shishya tradition, and the potential dilution of the art form arise with the increasing reliance
on digital platforms (Deshmukh, S. N., Deshmukh, V., & Joshi, P., 2020).

Accessibility: Digital platforms have significantly enhanced the accessibility of Indian
classical music, breaking down geographical barriers and reaching audiences worldwide.
Online streaming services, digital music stores, and social media platforms provide easy
access to a vast repertoire of Indian classical music recordings, performances, and
educational resources. As a result, enthusiasts from diverse cultural backgrounds can explore
and appreciate the beauty of Indian classical music from the comfort of their home
Geographical barriers are mitigated through digital platforms and online resources, enabling
learners from remote areas to access quality instruction and engage with the art form.
Platforms like "Indian Raga" provide online courses and mentorship programs, reaching a
global audience and creating a sense of inclusivity (Indian Raga. (n.d.). Online platforms also
offer cost-effective alternatives, reducing the financial burden associated with travel and
accommodation for in-person training (Kumar, R., & Krishnan, S., 2018). Digital innovations
enable Indian classical music to reach a wider audience. Live streaming of concerts,
performances, and workshops through platforms like "Darbar Festival" and "Sangeet Pravah
World" allows enthusiasts from across the globe to experience and appreciate Indian classical
music. Additionally, social media platforms serve as channels for sharing performances,
reaching diverse audiences and promoting cultural exchange (Mukherjee, S., &
Bhattacharyya, S., 2021). Promoting inclusivity and diversity is another outcome of digital
innovations. Online platforms provide opportunities for marginalized communities and
individuals with physical disabilities to engage in Indian classical music education
(Deshmukh, S. N., Deshmukh, V., & Joshi, P., 2020). Furthermore, the availability of diverse
instructional materials and performances helps foster a broader understanding and
appreciation of the rich musical traditions within Indian classical music.

Education and Training: Digitalization has revolutionized music education in Indian
classical music. Online learning platforms, interactive tutorials, and virtual classrooms offer
students access to high-quality instruction from renowned musicians and scholars,
irrespective of their location. Digital resources enable self-paced learning, personalized
instruction, and interactive engagement, enhancing the learning experience for students at all
levels. Traditional pedagogical approaches in Indian classical music education have been
rooted in the guru-shishya Parampara (teacher-disciple tradition). Under this system, students
receive personalized instruction and guidance from experienced gurus, fostering a strong
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teacher student relationship and ensuring the transmission of knowledge and musical nuances
from one generation to the next (Sharma, S., & Verma, N. K., 2019). The emergence of
digital innovations has revolutionized the landscape of Indian classical music education.
Online platforms, applications, and virtual learning environments have expanded access to
learning resources and enabled students to engage with the art form in new ways. These
digital tools provide opportunities for self-paced learning, access to a wider repertoire of
compositions, and connections with artists and experts globally (Mukherjee, S., &
Bhattacharyya, S.,2021). Digital innovations offer several advantages. They transcend
geographical limitations, enabling students to learn from renowned gurus regardless of their
physical location (Kumar, R., & Krishnan, S., 2018). Online platforms also provide a vast
repository of instructional materials and interactive tools that enhance the learning
experience. Furthermore, digital innovations facilitate collaborations among students and
artists from different parts of the world, promoting cultural exchange and artistic growth
(Deshmukh, S. N., Deshmukh, V., & Joshi, P., 2020) However, digital innovations also pose
certain challenges. The personal and direct interaction between the guru and the student,
which is an essential aspect of traditional training, may be compromised in digital settings
(Deshmukh, S. N., Deshmukh, V., & Joshi, P., 2020). Additionally, concerns about the
authenticity of the training, the preservation of the guru shishya tradition, and the potential

dilution of the art form arise with the increasing reliance on digital platforms (Deshmukh, S.
N., Deshmukh, V., & Joshi, P., 2020).

Collaboration and Innovation: Digital tools have facilitated collaboration and innovation
within the Indian classical music community. Virtual rehearsals, online forums, and
collaborative platforms enable musicians, scholars, and enthusiasts to collaborate on projects,
share ideas, and exchange musical knowledge and expertise across geographical boundaries.
Furthermore, digital technologies provide new avenues for artistic expression and
experimentation, allowing musicians to blend traditional elements with contemporary styles
and genres. Virtual learning environments have significantly transformed Indian classical
music education, offering unique opportunities for remote learning, collaboration, and
immersive experiences. Virtual classrooms and live streaming have become prominent
features of online learning platforms. Platforms like "Naad Sadhana" provide virtual
classrooms where learners can interact with gurus in real-time, participate in live lessons, and
receive personalized feedback. Live streaming of performances and masterclasses, offered by
platforms like "Raagreet," enables learners to engage with renowned artists and gain insights
into their artistic processes. Interactive learning experiences and collaborations are facilitated
through virtual learning environments. "Riyaz," an online app, incorporates gamified
elements, practice modules, and real-time feedback to create an interactive and engaging
learning experience. Furthermore, platforms like "Taalim Online" encourage collaborative
learning by connecting students globally, allowing them to participate in group projects,
ensemble performances, and musical discussions.
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Audience Engagement: Digital platforms have transformed audience engagement with
Indian classical music. Live streaming of concerts, interactive webinars, and virtual
performances enable audiences to connect with artists in real-time and participate in musical
experiences from anywhere in the world. Social media platforms and online communities
provide spaces for enthusiasts to share their passion for Indian classical music, discuss
performances, and discover new artists, fostering a sense of community and belonging.

Preservation of Traditional Knowledge: Preserving the rich traditional knowledge of
Indian classical music is of paramount importance. Digitization plays a crucial role in
preserving ancient texts and recordings, ensuring their longevity and accessibility. Efforts
like the "Digital Library of India" project have digitized numerous manuscripts and ancient
texts, making them available to a wider audience. Similarly, initiatives such as the "Archives
of Indian Classical Music" have digitized rare recordings, ensured their preservation and
prevented loss due to degradation. Archiving and providing accessibility to rare compositions
is another aspect of preserving traditional knowledge. Platforms like "Sangam Music
Archives" serve as repositories for rare compositions, making them accessible for study and
exploration. The "Raga Surabhi" project focuses on documenting and archiving a vast
collection of Carnatic music compositions, ensuring their availability for future generations.
Balancing the preservation of traditional knowledge with evolving musical practices poses a
challenge. It requires striking a balance between honouring the authenticity and essence of
the art form while allowing room for creative exploration and adaptation. The "Gurukula
Network" emphasizes a holistic approach, integrating traditional teachings with
contemporary elements to maintain relevance while preserving the core principles. Digital
innovations in Indian classical music education have played a significant role in enhancing
accessibility and outreach, overcoming geographical and financial barriers that have
traditionally limited participation in this art form.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, digitalisation has had a profound and far-reaching impact on Indian classical
music, revolutionizing how it is created, preserved, disseminated, and experienced. By
embracing digital technologies, Indian classical music can reach new audiences, inspire
future generations of musicians, and continue to evolve while staying true to its rich cultural
heritage.

The integration of digital innovations in Indian classical music education has brought about
transformative changes. Key findings reveal that online platforms, virtual learning
environments, and interactive tools have enhanced accessibility, allowing learners to access
high-quality instruction regardless of geographical constraints. However, challenges
regarding authenticity, copyright, and cultural sensitivity require careful consideration. To
foster a balanced approach, recommendations include maintaining the guru-shishya tradition
while leveraging digital tools to enhance learning experiences. Emphasizing ethical use of
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digital content, ensuring proper attribution, and preserving cultural integrity are essential. As
digitalisation continues to advance, the possibilities for innovation and collaboration within
the realm of Indian classical music are boundless, promising an exciting future for this
timeless art form.
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