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Abstract

Many international organizations recognize environmental degradation as one of the
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Introduction \ /

The environment is fundamental for all living things. If the

environment is not protected, the existence of life on earth would eventually
be impossible. Environmental change 1s very likely the biggest challenge that
the world has ever faced. The situation 1s even worse in developing

countries like India, where overuse of natural resources for the production
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of basic needs such as food, fiber, energy, building materials and transport 1s
leading to ruthless environmental degradation. All people need to have a
common understanding of the role played by human beings in reducing
environmental deterioration.

Burton (2002) says that over thousands of years, both natural and

human activities have shaped and changed the landscape considerably.
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Concept and Definitions

Over the last 50 years the concept of 'environment' has drastically
changed. The environment 1s commonly defined as the surroundings.

Santra (2006) defines the environment as that whole outer physical and
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biological system in which man and other organisms live. In its ecological
sense, the environment includes the interactions between its biotic and a
biotic factor. People are part and parcel of the environment, and they
actively interact with its components. The environment is a source of food,
air, water and a source of resources like o1l and minerals. It 1s also used to

travel and communication and it provides space for shelter and other

such definitions,

1a Includes every

broadcasting and narrow casting medium such as newspapers, magazines,
television, radio, billboards, telephone, fax and the Internet.

Media plays a crucial role in connecting the world to an individual and
provides opportunity for the individuals to communicate with a wider

audience. And, the down side of media communication, as national and
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mternational media ownership is more likely to be influenced by a few, is in
its difficulty to maintain neutrality (McQuail, 1994). The creation of
environmental awareness through media education, attempted to expand
and explore the scope of the environment by making use of processes and

knowledge bases associated with environmental ethics and aesthetics

(Stables, 1998).
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work. Natur i ike water, soil, air and min€ra 1l resources
which are open tosdepleti Unsustafiable development
and erosion are all forms of environmental damage. Pollution is another
cause of environmental degradation. When the environment becomes
polluted, it means that toxic substances have rendered it unhealthy. If the

damage 1s extensive, the environment may not be able to reach a state of

balance on its own, and the problem could become complicated.
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Background

Geographers argue that environmental issues today have drawn the
attention of the common people as environmental degradation and
pollution have assumed global dimensions and even threatening the very
existence and survival of mankind (Singh 2000). Since the world saw the

picture of the earth, photographed from space during 1960's, awareness of

the earth as aw 5Y'S : adigm of our era
(Dryzek 1 . NSCLOUS ACCOMPa) msight of
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held in Rio de Janei 71 , which

hard-presse ption ol the conventio

problems. The conventio iable development
and improving the knowledge and understanding of the people regarding
environment and development issues. This convention came nto force by

the end of 2010, and called for governments and public authorities to open

up access to environmental information.
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Environmental 1ssues have global influences which require action at
global level. Most advanced countries attained their prosperity at the cost of
the environment and now developing countries are also doing the same.
According to Hewitt (1990), discussion about global warming, deforestation,
and pollution of the oceans 1s affecting attitudes related to economic growth
and development at local, national, and international levels.
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mstigating progress, providing information about conditions and events in
society and the world.

One of the causes of the mappropriate utilization of environmental

resources and deep rooted environmental problems in India 1s lack of

awareness. Therefore, raising the awareness of a society 1s required for the
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effective realization of environmental objectives and goals. The lack of
environmental awareness has been common even among politicians and
policy makers. The patterns of media coverage in India are also uneven.
The major media focus only on issues that take place around the big cities.
There 1s an extreme information gap in the rural and urban areas of the

country.
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Environmental reporting has become increasingly marginalized in the news
coverage around the world. In 2005, the international task-force on
environmental change concluded that a strong consensus has been reached
i the scientific community that environmental change i1s a real and

dangerous issue (Lindolf 1995), but still, much more is to do.
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The communication media in the world underwent rapid change
during the 1990’s with liberalization of media policies allowing private sector
mvolvement and the spread of global media networks owned by trans-
national companies (UNESCO 1993). The broadcast media, have
established themselves as the most powerful media or potential source of

environmental information in the world today (Dobson 1997). These days,
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Among all forms of communication, environmental communication is

the most debated communication topics in social discussions. The analysis
of various environmental problems signifies that it 1s very important to raise
the sensitivity of public toward environmental problems. It is only possible

through complex interactive environmental communication programs.
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The communication history indicates that in ancient society’s word
travelled mainly by word of mouth. The prominence of modern media
during the beginning of the second half of the 20th century shows significant
improvement in essential human communication and interactions (Dobson
1997). In the present days, environmental communication has become as a

strong compulsory practice for environmental education.
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communicators, not all environmental communicators are necessarily
educators.
Role of Media on Environmental Awareness

McQuail (1994) explains that the media provide relevant attention to

1ssues I new coverage by influencing the public awareness of issues and
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attribution of significance, which could influence public policy making.
Media sources may not be successtul much of the time in telling people
what to think, but it 1s stunningly successful in telling its audiences what to
think about. People are aware or not aware only due to radio, newspapers,
television, and other media prevalent in that particular area. People have a

tendency to assign importance to only those i1ssues which media bring to

what the
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indirectly from the media.
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importantly, that the news media are not fulfilling this role acceptably. In an
ideal world the media has to be objective and journalists need to be
professional, but i reality this 1s not always the case. At times the media
succeeds and at times it fails to meet its role and objectives. Hiebert (2006)

stated that the media has a responsibility to inform and to educate, to tell us
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not only what 1s happening today, but also why it is happening and what it
will mean to us tomorrow.
Environmental Education through Different Media

Environmental education through the media 1s believed to play an
important or even dominant role in creating environmental awareness. All

kinds of media play their respective role in spreading specific awareness.
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the public gets
from the media is directly related to, how well ajournalist performs his
professional duty. There are many challenges of environmental reporting
like ignorance of environment issues, scarcity of information, lack of
editorial support, pressure from industry and lack of skill and training. To
cover environmental stories journalists require an understanding of the

science nvolved and environmental laws governing these issues.
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One the other hand while covering such a critical 1ssues journalists
themselves often feel confused. Journalists lack access to accurate, timely,
clear and understandable information on environmental issues.
Laekemariam (2000) concluded in his study that journalists and editors
themselves have no clue about what the environment 1s.

Conclusion
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The government must put the environmental issues on its agenda.
Media 1s an important source of mformation for most of people m India,
therefore, coverage and presentation of environment issues in the media

should be in easily understandable language. More media coverage should
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be given to highly dangerous areas, where environmental degradation is
going on at a [rightening rate.

It 1s found that insufficient environmental information, lack of
awareness about the environment, inappropriate information delivery and
communication system are making the situation worst. Along with this, lack

of the necessary skill and training on environment by professional journalists

environmental

scanbeerﬁ 1
¢ elfcetive/inter

awareness are combined; there 1s a need for more comprehensive research

to get better results.
e Tramings of journalists on various environmental issues are very
mmportant. When journalists themselves would be aware only then they can

create environmental awareness.
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e Universities and colleges in the country need to develop a

curriculum for environmental journalism.
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